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If you would please turn in your Bibles to John chapter 14, John chapter 14 and we will be reading the first seven verses.

A couple weeks ago I said that there was one fundamental, foundational, absolute truth that is by far the most important truth you can hang onto as Christians.

The apostle Paul spelled this truth out for us in 1 Corinthians 2:2 where he wrote: “For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”

There is no greater truth we can have than this. And this must remain our single and primary message that we proclaim to the unsaved world.  

This I know to be true! Jesus Christ, the Son of God died on the cross, was buried, and on the third day He rose again and is now seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven.

And if you put your confess your sins and accepts His death as the payment due for your sins, then by faith you will have eternal life.

And nothing should ever be allowed to get in the way of our sharing this truth with as many people as we can—nothing.

No political, social or cultural agenda should ever be allowed to hamper our proclamation of the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

The gospel message is the truth that we should be willing to live for and die for if need be.

But how do we know that the gospel message is true? Is it possible that is is just one truth among many options?

When Jesus stood before Pilate the Roman governor who would sentence Jesus to the death penalty asked Jesus this simple question: “What is truth?” (John 18:38a)

American evangelical Christian theologian and philosopher Francis Schaeffer once wrote this about truth some 40 years ago.

“Today not only in philosophy but in politics, government, and individual morality, our generation sees solutions in terms of synthesis [blend together] and not absolutes. When this happens, truth, as people have always thought of truth, has died.”

The world around us denies absolute truth. Your truth is a good an option as my truth. As long as it doesn’t hurt anybody else and it makes me happy my truth is as valid as yours.

But as we saw last week, we do have an objective, absolute, standard and source of truth—God Himself. 

It is God who sets the standard for truth. And God has revealed His truth through His Word—the Bible, His Son who lived and testified among us, and the Holy Spirit. 

I have another question about truth to explore this morning: “Who Is Truth?”

Let look here at John 14 and we will be reading the first seven verses.

John 14:1: “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 

2 In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

First let me just point out that Jesus doesn’t say that he is “a” way to the Father and to eternal life. No! He is “the” way; there is no other way!

Jesus goes on to say “I am the truth”.

We return, still, to the question, “What is truth?”.

We want rationality, we want certainty, we want information but truth is a person. 

The reality is that truth is wrapped up in Jesus is not a system. 

It’s not a definition. It is not even, at first – or maybe even at all – rational. 

Theologian Andrew Purves says this: “the truth of Christian faith…is not located in a…title – in “Christ”… The truth for Christian faith is located in the personal particularity of Jesus, who in the flesh of his humanity is both Christ and God.”

In John’s nativity story, he writes that Jesus is the Word. He is eternal, and he came into the world to dwell among us full of grace and truth. 

What is this truth? 

John tells us all we need to know: Jesus himself is the Truth. We do not know truth because we memorize a system or have learned some facts; we know truth because we know the person—Jesus.

We do not know truth because we understand and articulate theoretical abstract truth; we know truth because we have seen it embodied in Jesus.  

God created us for and pursues us to be in relationship; we know the truth through relationship with God in Christ, and with one another. 

We cannot separate our seeking theological and spiritual truth apart from relationship. God’s own truth is wrapped up in Jesus, and we know it because we can and do encounter the living Christ – through him.

The living Christ came to challenge our assumptions in his life and teaching

To say that truth is found in a person is at once thoroughly unsettling, countercultural, and irrational. 

Jesus tells us he is the truth and the way, and his way points to an eternal truth not about equations or rationalities.  

It is the grace revealed in his final words: “Father forgive,” and “It is finished,” not in final blows of retribution or declarations of warfare and violence. 

It is the irrationality of the cross, and of the power found through Christ’s sacrifice of his power. 

Jesus turns on its head our expectation that our truth, power, and knowledge will fully satisfy our longings, pointing rather to a deeper truth: a truth found in a person, which can only be known by walking in his footsteps, by following his way.

God’s own truth is a wholly irrational truth. In the cross we witness divine grace that is demonstrated through sacrifice – in laying down his own life, his own pride, his own selfish will to survive, Jesus taught us a new way. 

In his ministry we see the truth of self-emptying love expressed through faithfulness and peace. 

These are certainly not rational things, but they are true things. 

And here too is God’s own truth – that the eternal God, the God who created the world – loves us enough to dwell among us, to walk alongside us, to suffer with us, even into death. 

But God’s truth doesn’t end there. 

God’s truth is the eternal truth that comes alive in resurrection; that creates and creates again, each of us, every day. 

God calls us Beloved, and we are resurrected alongside Christ, called to new life.  

This is the truth of John 1, the light that outshines our darkness, and the truth that pervades through the Gospel, of life that continues to defeat death.

And here too is God’s own truth – that our salvation is wrapped up in this embodied truth – in the truth of the Incarnation (in flesh). 

We call that truth by name – Jesus, who is our Christ –and to say that we are saved through that truth, means that we ought to know what we are called to do: to love God, love others, believe in God, care for the poor and hungry, be wary of riches.  

When we eat and drink together, around the meal Jesus first celebrated out of the Passover tradition, we will be sharing in the embodied reality of this truth with communion this morning.

And here too is God’s own truth – Jesus tells us that the truth will set us free.  

We are created anew. The grace of God, in Christ, makes all things new – makes us new, makes our definitions, ideas, our way new with each new day. 

In that we are set free. “We are free. Free to love, free to serve, freed from every system and every habit that made us. … We are free to claim the vision of a world made new, the immeasurable wideness of God’s mercy.”

If Jesus is truth embodied – in God made flesh – then he not only embodies truth about who God is and the way God intends, but he further embodies the truth about who we are as human beings, created in the image of God. 

As the fully authentic human being, Jesus is the truth about who God created us to be.

And here too is God’s own truth – Jesus tells us all we need to know about his Way: we are called to love God and to love others.  

That’s it.  That’s the whole of the Gospel; that’s the essence of Christ’s way. 

We know that because that is how Jesus lived. 

Someone has said, “When God strapped on sandals and walked among us, God fed the hungry, wept with the mourning, touched the untouchable, turned water into wine… defended the defenseless, bantered with children, forgave his enemies.”

And here, too, is God’s own truth of the resurrection: Jesus continues to walk this way with us today. 

We have not been left with a set of instructions left to our own devices to decode. 

The living Christ, through the Spirit, walks the way with us, and continues to teach and show us the way, as we continue to pursue truth through relationship with him.
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And here too is God’s own truth – Christ’s kingdom is not of this world. 

That Kingdom is already dwelling in us, among us, both because of us and in spite of us. 

What would it take to take this on as our mantra? 

What would it take to claim it for ourselves – not just to say Christ’s Kingdom is not of this world, but OUR Kingdom – yours and mine – is not of this world? 

This kingdom is powerful stuff – it relies not on any political party, or leader, or majority rule. 

It is a kingdom of love, grace, and presence, and that, my friends is real power.  

That is God’s own truth.
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